
 

Holiday Greetings! 

 

In the spirit of the season, I want to extend a heartfelt thank you to our 
members – for placing your confidence in us, welcoming us to share 
in your goals and milestones, and inviting us to support you on your 
journeys to financial wellness. 
 

We hope you find moments to pause and enjoy the beauty of the 
season, reflect on the progress you have made toward the goals you 
set out to achieve this year, and celebrate your victories – no matter 
how big or small. We encourage you to approach the upcoming year 
with optimism and welcome the opportunities a new year often brings. 
 

On behalf of myself, our Board of Directors, and staff, we wish you 
and your loved ones a joyous, healthy, and memorable holiday 
season. We look forward to serving you with the same dedication, 
integrity, and care in the new year. 
 

As always, thank you for Thinking First – God Bless! 
 

Sincerely,  

  

 

   Issa Stephan, CCUE, President & CEO 
 

 

https://www.firstffcu.com/


   

Great job by all who participated in this year’s Summer Reading 
Contest – it was one for the books! 
 

Congratulations to our contest prize recipients: 
 

•          $75 Amazon Gift Card – Layla F. 
•          $50 Amazon Gift Card – Paxton F. 
•          $25 Amazon Gift Card – Zariyah A. 
•          Backpacks Filled with School Supplies – Anna F., Declan F., 
           and Dawn K. 

 

 

  

https://www.firstffcu.com/personal-accounts/summer-reading-contest
https://www.firstffcu.com/personal-accounts/summer-reading-contest


 

Extended Terms on Used Auto Loans 
 

 

Our Used Auto Loans (model years 2021 and newer), now come 
with the option of an extended term up to 84 months!* That means it's 
the perfect time for a new ride or lower monthly payments. Our Auto 
Loans also have quick 24-hour approval decisions. 

 

Apply Today 

 

 

 

https://www.firstffcu.com/personal-accounts/auto-loans
https://www-aolb52p.myappro.com/approonline/b52/FirstFinancial/co/default.aspx?loantype=Consumer&version=UsedAuto&sourceCode=UsedAuto


   

Family Friendly Holiday Activities on a Budget 
 

From decking the halls and shopping for everyone on your nice list, to 
joining in on festive activities that spread joy – the holiday season can 
quickly become the most expensive time of the year. Luckily, making 
the holidays feel magical for your family doesn’t have to come with a 
big price tag. Check out these low cost, family-friendly activities that 
are guaranteed to get the whole family in the holiday spirit. 

 

Continue Reading 

 

 

  

https://blog.firstffcu.com/2025/12/16/family-friendly-holiday-activities-on-a-budget/
https://blog.firstffcu.com/2025/12/16/family-friendly-holiday-activities-on-a-budget/


   

Balancing Life in the Sandwich Generation 

 
Are you a middle-aged adult juggling raising children and providing 
care for an aging parent? If so, you’re not alone. Welcome to the 
“sandwich generation,” a growing group of people supporting both 
their children and elderly parents at the same time. 
  
While caring for others can be rewarding, the day-to-day demands of 
supporting multiple generations can take a financial, emotional, and 
physical toll on sandwiched caregivers. But with some planning and 
support, you may be able to achieve a workable balance.  

 

Keep Reading 

 

Securities and advisory services are offered through LPL Financial (LPL), a 
registered investment advisor and broker/dealer 
(member FINRA/SIPC). Insurance products are offered through LPL or its 
licensed affiliates. First Financial Federal Credit Union (FFFCU) and First 
Financial Investment & Retirement Center are not registered as a broker/dealer or 
investment advisor. Registered representatives of LPL offer products and services 
using First Financial Investment & Retirement Center, and may also be employees 
of FFFCU. These products and services are being offered through LPL or its 
affiliates, which are separate entities from and not affiliates of FFFCU or First 
Financial Investment & Retirement Center. 
 

Securities and insurance offered through LPL or its affiliates are: 

 

 

 

https://blog.firstffcu.com/2025/11/18/balancing-life-in-the-sandwich-generation/
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=finra.org&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmlucmEub3JnLyMv&p=m&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=b2ErNHpEcXFlcnNnTjVrdzNDZG1WeGhkUitjVHhQMjViK283aGRQbWhqaz0=&h=8f22f99790174116b790029c3ec4b2d0&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbdY8zBchuVEUj6QL8KQd-lN33W0nxcQFoo84AgkHKxHVBNkF8twbjQtJo2Eunsd_CYiyUeEsUJND6S9QhWVOP1N5Ow_tUK5Nwgcblg70XUNeuEyC9795UH1pFM1F_Mp1I
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=finra.org&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmlucmEub3JnLyMv&p=m&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=b2ErNHpEcXFlcnNnTjVrdzNDZG1WeGhkUitjVHhQMjViK283aGRQbWhqaz0=&h=8f22f99790174116b790029c3ec4b2d0&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbdY8zBchuVEUj6QL8KQd-lN33W0nxcQFoo84AgkHKxHVBNkF8twbjQtJo2Eunsd_CYiyUeEsUJND6S9QhWVOP1N5Ow_tUK5Nwgcblg70XUNeuEyC9795UH1pFM1F_Mp1I
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=sipc.org&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2lwYy5vcmcv&p=m&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=UDl2Y3dycFMxZEdFQkFraG5yejV6NHFqMTFxTFNSVlo4UFRydjBzdENIRT0=&h=8f22f99790174116b790029c3ec4b2d0&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbdY8zBchuVEUj6QL8KQd-lN33W0nxcQFoo84AgkHKxHVBNkF8twbjQtJo2Eunsd_CYiyUeEsUJND6S9QhWVOP1N5Ow_tUK5Nwgcblg70XUNeuEyC9795UH1pFM1F_Mp1I
https://blog.firstffcu.com/2025/11/18/balancing-life-in-the-sandwich-generation/


 

Secret Santa Turned Scam: 

What to Know About the Secret Sister Gift Exchange 
 

The holidays are a time for generosity, connection, and giving back - 
which is exactly why scammers ramp up their activity this time of year. 
One scheme that resurfaces every holiday season seems to be the 
"Secret Sister" gift exchange scam, often disguised as a Secret 
Santa-style tradition on social media. 
 

Keep reading to learn how the scam works, what to watch out for, and 
how to protect yourself and your family. 

Don't Get Scammed 

 

 

  

 

 

  

https://blog.firstffcu.com/2025/12/19/secret-santa-turned-scam-what-to-know-about-the-secret-sister-gift-exchange/
https://blog.firstffcu.com/2025/12/19/secret-santa-turned-scam-what-to-know-about-the-secret-sister-gift-exchange/


  

Wednesday, December 24 – All locations will close at 12:30pm for 
Christmas Eve 

 

Thursday, December 25 – All locations will be closed in observance 
of Christmas Day 

 

Wednesday, December 31 – All locations will close at 12:30pm for 
New Year’s Eve 

 

Thursday, January 1, 2026 – All locations will be closed in 
observance of New Year’s Day 

 

Monday, January 19, 2026 – All locations will be closed in 
observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 

Monday, February 16, 2026 - All locations will be closed in 
observance of Presidents’ Day 
 

 

Sign up for our new seminar text alert program - we’ll send you 
updates on future seminars and you can register right from your 
mobile phone! 
 

 
*If you do not receive an automated confirmation message after enrolling, please 

text "Yes" to (201) 808-1038 
 

https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=constantcontactpages.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9scC5jb25zdGFudGNvbnRhY3RwYWdlcy5jb20vc3UvY3hHNFZuYT9tb2RlPXByZXZpZXcmc291cmNlX2lkPTE1MzA0ZTBiLWJkZWUtNGQyNS1iNDk2LTA4ZGFhYjUzNzdjOCZzb3VyY2VfdHlwZT1lbSZjPQ==&p=m&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=Z2N5NGZ2Zkg5QS9qazN3US9VSDNESzRKNy8yKzZGWWRLZ0pYOTUzM3k1VT0=&h=8f22f99790174116b790029c3ec4b2d0&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbdY8zBchuVEUj6QL8KQd-lN33W0nxcQFoo84AgkHKxHVBNkF8twbjQtJo2Eunsd_CYiyUeEsUJND6S9QhWVOP1N5Ow_tUK5Nwgcblg70XUNeuEyC9795UH1pFM1F_Mp1I
https://www.firstffcu.com/events-calendar


  

View our current operating hours on our website. To set up an 
appointment at your local branch, please call 732.312.1500. 
 

Be sure to check out our website and social media channels for the 
latest updates on our hours of operation. 

 

  

 

Disclosures: 
 
*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Not all applicants will qualify, subject to credit approval. 
Additional terms and conditions may apply. Actual rate may vary based on credit 
worthiness and term. First Financial FCU maintains the right to not extend credit, after you 
respond, if we determine you do not meet our guidelines for creditworthiness. Current 
loans financed with First Financial FCU are not eligible for review or refinance. A First 
Financial membership is required to obtain an Auto Loan and is available to anyone who 
lives, works, worships, volunteers or attends school in Monmouth or Ocean Counties. See 
credit union for details. A $5 deposit in a Base Savings Account is required to establish 
membership prior to opening any other account/loan. 

  

 

firstffcu.com 

info@firstffcu.com 

(732) 312-1500 | Local Callers 

(866) 750-0100 | Out of Area 
 

 

 

 

  

https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=firstffcu.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmlyc3RmZmN1LmNvbS9jcmVkaXQtdW5pb24taW5mby9sb2NhdGlvbnM=&p=m&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=b201aEttZnpSNzAyUzNIcVh4V2F4cDdaM2JaLzQ0NHA5eWNZV2ZNVnNlcz0=&h=8f22f99790174116b790029c3ec4b2d0&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbdY8zBchuVEUj6QL8KQd-lN33W0nxcQFoo84AgkHKxHVBNkF8twbjQtJo2Eunsd_CYiyUeEsUJND6S9QhWVOP1N5Ow_tUK5Nwgcblg70XUNeuEyC9795UH1pFM1F_Mp1I
tel:732-312-1500
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=firstffcu.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmlyc3RmZmN1LmNvbS8=&p=m&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=YXhWUHVNaXNwWExNUzFwcHNxY1h3cm5jM00vTjNoUlhaaEhyZ1dGLy9LVT0=&h=8f22f99790174116b790029c3ec4b2d0&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbdY8zBchuVEUj6QL8KQd-lN33W0nxcQFoo84AgkHKxHVBNkF8twbjQtJo2Eunsd_CYiyUeEsUJND6S9QhWVOP1N5Ow_tUK5Nwgcblg70XUNeuEyC9795UH1pFM1F_Mp1I
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=firstffcu.com&u=aHR0cDovL2ZpcnN0ZmZjdS5jb20=&p=m&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=R1l6MmtNT0EyQVFIazRFd3RqWHJxSlRwNENoTEhvNk01NlAvMUVqVEQrND0=&h=8f22f99790174116b790029c3ec4b2d0&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbdY8zBchuVEUj6QL8KQd-lN33W0nxcQFoo84AgkHKxHVBNkF8twbjQtJo2Eunsd_CYiyUeEsUJND6S9QhWVOP1N5Ow_tUK5Nwgcblg70XUNeuEyC9795UH1pFM1F_Mp1I
mailto:info@firstffcu.com
https://www.firstffcu.com/credit-union-info/locations
https://www.firstffcu.com/
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=facebook.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL2ZpcnN0ZmluYW5jaWFsbmo=&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=SEp3ZGluUVQzaFcwYzcvbVVPVTQrZG5BU2JsU3pDSTlFU25UcUdLc0E2bz0=&h=a297e66fe5754fb396122d6bada61872&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbKPDe-PTKMfeUP4cqojRyfZPyM46dM45KAbeRRSqXhVR79ceUfSexOrJGSWWih1nx1NxKLRumfvaCR4M-URIgjDGxiBdJiOvDIGJD6ZIxXj-qgcRU5Er8ICBD8n2Gb1ik
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=twitter.com&u=aHR0cDovL3d3dy50d2l0dGVyLmNvbS9uamJhbmtpbmc=&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=eHdrUUNSVUgzVHJoTitIYktOdjNXemc5TE5OREw0ZEp3SUxsdmxtUER0Zz0=&h=a297e66fe5754fb396122d6bada61872&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbKPDe-PTKMfeUP4cqojRyfZPyM46dM45KAbeRRSqXhVR79ceUfSexOrJGSWWih1nx1NxKLRumfvaCR4M-URIgjDGxiBdJiOvDIGJD6ZIxXj-qgcRU5Er8ICBD8n2Gb1ik
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=instagram.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaW5zdGFncmFtLmNvbS9maXJzdGZpbmFuY2lhbG5qLw==&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=Z1ZvOVlQbVBoeElZT2dxOEZGQ1ZscmxtZU50dTlKL2lKd0pDNzBQMDQ0ND0=&h=a297e66fe5754fb396122d6bada61872&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbKPDe-PTKMfeUP4cqojRyfZPyM46dM45KAbeRRSqXhVR79ceUfSexOrJGSWWih1nx1NxKLRumfvaCR4M-URIgjDGxiBdJiOvDIGJD6ZIxXj-qgcRU5Er8ICBD8n2Gb1ik
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=linkedin.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubGlua2VkaW4uY29tL2NvbXBhbnkvZmlyc3QtZmluYW5jaWFsLWZlZGVyYWwtY3JlZGl0LXVuaW9u&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=M09GeVRCQzQ2THdrVVBKZU9HSmZvMkQ1SE9RWXhhdS9JdEFVOXJ6bHJoMD0=&h=a297e66fe5754fb396122d6bada61872&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbKPDe-PTKMfeUP4cqojRyfZPyM46dM45KAbeRRSqXhVR79ceUfSexOrJGSWWih1nx1NxKLRumfvaCR4M-URIgjDGxiBdJiOvDIGJD6ZIxXj-qgcRU5Er8ICBD8n2Gb1ik
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=youtube.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20vdXNlci9maXJzdGZpbmFuY2lhbGZjdQ==&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=eHNncVN5cEZrOGJrN2F1MzNvaWU3VzlMQVhHU0REYm9VRzcrYXRYdmJkdz0=&h=a297e66fe5754fb396122d6bada61872&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbKPDe-PTKMfeUP4cqojRyfZPyM46dM45KAbeRRSqXhVR79ceUfSexOrJGSWWih1nx1NxKLRumfvaCR4M-URIgjDGxiBdJiOvDIGJD6ZIxXj-qgcRU5Er8ICBD8n2Gb1ik
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=apple.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9hcHBzLmFwcGxlLmNvbS91cy9hcHAvZmlyc3QtZmluYW5jaWFsLWZjdS9pZDg5NTA1MzY4Nw==&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=aXMvV1cyalhEL1dSR3kwZWdQdno5M0xpcHJtK1RRSFY1YzAvMjIreUhzVT0=&h=a297e66fe5754fb396122d6bada61872&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbKPDe-PTKMfeUP4cqojRyfZPyM46dM45KAbeRRSqXhVR79ceUfSexOrJGSWWih1nx1NxKLRumfvaCR4M-URIgjDGxiBdJiOvDIGJD6ZIxXj-qgcRU5Er8ICBD8n2Gb1ik
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=google.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9wbGF5Lmdvb2dsZS5jb20vc3RvcmUvYXBwcy9kZXRhaWxzP2lkPWNvbS5maXJzdGZpbmFuY2lhbGZjdS5pcGhvbmUmaGw9ZW4=&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=bzlMTVV3OE5OUk1KSlVBcnA3bzJtekE1cy8yZktVamU5MEM1TCtKbWF0QT0=&h=a297e66fe5754fb396122d6bada61872&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbKPDe-PTKMfeUP4cqojRyfZPyM46dM45KAbeRRSqXhVR79ceUfSexOrJGSWWih1nx1NxKLRumfvaCR4M-URIgjDGxiBdJiOvDIGJD6ZIxXj-qgcRU5Er8ICBD8n2Gb1ik

