
 

 

Happy New Year!  

We hope that you enjoyed the holiday season and are welcoming in the new 
year with a refreshed and optimistic outlook. The First Financial team is 
excited about the year ahead and we look forward to what we will accomplish 
together in 2026.  
 
Thanks to the generosity of our members and staff, we were able to donate 

food to Fulfill, children’s winter coats to the United Way of Monmouth & 

Ocean, and bedding and bath towels to Ocean’s Harbor House this holiday 

season. We would like to express our sincere appreciation to all those who 

helped make our Holiday Food & Gift Drive a success and brought some 

peace of mind to local families in need. 

https://fulfillnj.org/
https://www.uwmoc.org/
https://www.uwmoc.org/
https://www.oceansharborhouse.org/


 

Budget-Friendly Events to Start 2026 Right  

Check out these free or inexpensive events in Monmouth & Ocean Counties 
that will help you kick off the new year with good times – not high price tags. 
Don’t miss out on low-cost fun – get this monthly list sooner by visiting our 
blog and entering your email address at the top right. Cheers to 2026!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://blog.firstffcu.com/2026/01/02/things-to-do-on-a-budget-in-monmouth-ocean-counties-this-january-2026/
https://blog.firstffcu.com/


 

 
 

This year marks 90 years of First Financial! The credit union you know and 
love today began back in 1936 with a group of schoolteachers from Asbury 
Park. Under the leadership of Harold “Pop” Shannon, the credit union grew to 
include employees of both Monmouth and Ocean County Boards of 
Education. Over the years, the credit union expanded its field of membership 
to include municipal employees, employees of some local hospitals and 
nursing facilities, and several small businesses. We became a community 
credit union in 2003, serving anyone who lives, works, worships, volunteers or 
attends school in Monmouth or Ocean Counties.  
 
That cooperative spirit that was created in the early days, is still at the heart of 
our philosophy 90 years later. Stay tuned for various special anniversary 
promotions and giveaways throughout 2026. We’re proud to have served the 
people of Monmouth and Ocean Counties for the past 90 years and look 
forward to continuing to serve our communities in the years ahead. Thank you 
for being a First Financial member! 
 
 



 
From L to R: Harold “Pop” Shannon and the Board of Directors at the 

groundbreaking of the first credit union branch in Asbury Park, NJ. 
 

 

Although the holidays are over, the bills are probably starting to roll in. 
Consolidate your holiday debt with our Holiday Loan, with a special rate of 
8.99% APR on terms up to 24 months and borrow up to $2,500. You can still 
apply through January 16, 2026.*  

 

If you have questions before you apply, contact our Loan Department at 
732.312.1500, Option 4. 

Apply Now  

https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=myappro.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3ctYW9sYjUycC5teWFwcHJvLmNvbS9hcHByb29ubGluZS9iNTIvRmlyc3RGaW5hbmNpYWwvY28vZGVmYXVsdC5hc3B4P2xvYW50eXBlPUNvbnN1bWVyJnZlcnNpb249UGVyc29uYWwmc291cmNlQ29kZT1QZXJzb25hbCUyMCVDMiVBMA==&p=m&i=NjZkMTYyMmE3N2U3ODc1YWQzY2EyNDY2&t=WWx1Q2hUSVcrY0QycWJxamJHUmtzamF0T3ZrMDdHelE3VDZkMy9hOFBRMD0=&h=99baa2219e7a406fb3bc91b8a3721cd3&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbTpd5JaEKNugm_yTqYuq4nzSJmEUDbIj70-JAc3edeWp8mE-YQfYtlpu39m2JiIQka7RGD46tiMZaDmmHGfBT_1p7ycju5w8I2npf1Wk0ceoudw8LclatzYTddMCbFUpU
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=firstffcu.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmlyc3RmZmN1LmNvbS9wZXJzb25hbC1hY2NvdW50cy9wZXJzb25hbC1sb2Fucy1hbmQtbGluZXMtb2YtY3JlZGl0&p=m&i=NjZkMTYyMmE3N2U3ODc1YWQzY2EyNDY2&t=d2pUYlFHaTRBdDB1dGU1ckd6Vi8xSDJ1K28xZVl2ckJVS1BtbkM1MHUxQT0=&h=99baa2219e7a406fb3bc91b8a3721cd3&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbTpd5JaEKNugm_yTqYuq4nzSJmEUDbIj70-JAc3edeWp8mE-YQfYtlpu39m2JiIQka7RGD46tiMZaDmmHGfBT_1p7ycju5w8I2npf1Wk0ceoudw8LclatzYTddMCbFUpU


 
 
New Year’s resolutions can be easy to make, but hard to keep – especially 
without a plan in place. If your resolutions include financial goals, integrating 
simple habits into your daily routine to achieve them might be easier than you 
think. Here are steps you can take to make financial goals part of your daily 
routine, and why those steps matter. 
 

Learn More 

 
  

https://blog.firstffcu.com/2025/12/30/how-to-make-financial-goals-part-of-your-daily-routine/
https://blog.firstffcu.com/2025/12/30/how-to-make-financial-goals-part-of-your-daily-routine/


 
 

With the enactment of the One Big Beautiful Bill Act last year, a new 
deduction for tips is effective for tax years 2025 through 2028. Keep reading 
for a summary of the new provision and the occupations that will be affected. 
 

Learn More 

 
Questions about this topic? Contact the First Financial Investment & 
Retirement Center today.  
 

Securities and advisory services are offered through LPL Financial 
(LPL), a registered investment advisor and broker/dealer (member 
FINRA/SIPC). Insurance products are offered through LPL or its licensed 
affiliates. First Financial Federal Credit Union (FFFCU) and First Financial 
Investment & Retirement Center are not registered as a broker/dealer or 
investment advisor. Registered representatives of LPL offer products and 
services using First Financial Investment & Retirement Center, and may also 
be employees of FFFCU. These products and services are being offered 
through LPL or its affiliates, which are separate entities from and not affiliates 
of FFFCU or First Financial Investment & Retirement Center.  
 

Securities and insurance offered through LPL or its affiliates are: 

 
 

https://blog.firstffcu.com/2025/12/09/no-tax-on-tips-deduction-explained/
https://www.firstffcu.com/wealth-management/investments-and-insurance
https://www.firstffcu.com/wealth-management/investments-and-insurance
https://blog.firstffcu.com/2025/12/09/no-tax-on-tips-deduction-explained/


 
 

First Financial members now have access to exclusive discounts on tax 
prep! New and returning users can save 20% on TurboTax®, whether you file 
yourself or have an expert file for you. If you file with H&R Block, new 
customers can save $25 and returning customers can save $10.  
 
New for 2026:  

• Get your maximum refund up to 5 days before IRS delivery with 
TurboTax®.  

• Save up to $50 on Small Business Services with H&R Block.  

• Free tax reform calculators are available.  
 
Plus, you can enter for a chance to win one of four monthly $1,000 prizes 
or the $10,000 grand prize in this year’s Tax Time Sweepstakes.** 
 

File Today 

 
  

https://taxservices.lovemycreditunion.org/?&utm_source=cu_1021&utm_medium=TaxServices-Newsletter&utm_campaign=lmcur-Tax-Services&lmcurcid=1021
https://taxservices.lovemycreditunion.org/?&utm_source=cu_1021&utm_medium=TaxServices-Newsletter&utm_campaign=lmcur-Tax-Services&lmcurcid=1021


 
 

View our current operating hours on our website. To set up an appointment 
at your local branch, please call (732) 312-1500. 

 

Be sure to check our website & social media channels for the latest updates 
on our hours of operation. 

Upcoming Holiday Closings  

• Monday, January 19, 2026 – All locations will be closed in observance 
of Martin Luther King Jr.  

 
Sign up for our seminar text alert program - We’ll send you updates on 
future seminars and you can register right from your mobile phone! 
 

*If you do not receive an automated confirmation message after enrolling, 
please text "Yes" to (201) 808-1038 

 

Sign Up For Seminar Text Alerts  

 

https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=firstffcu.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmlyc3RmZmN1LmNvbS9jcmVkaXQtdW5pb24taW5mby9sb2NhdGlvbnM=&p=m&i=NjZkMTYyMmE3N2U3ODc1YWQzY2EyNDY2&t=eVprcFBsZG1rU25Sem9LYVh3Z2VBMjBOVGI1VEljOFUxaEdCSEcyNGtITT0=&h=99baa2219e7a406fb3bc91b8a3721cd3&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbTpd5JaEKNugm_yTqYuq4nzSJmEUDbIj70-JAc3edeWp8mE-YQfYtlpu39m2JiIQka7RGD46tiMZaDmmHGfBT_1p7ycju5w8I2npf1Wk0ceoudw8LclatzYTddMCbFUpU
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=firstffcu.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmlyc3RmZmN1LmNvbS8=&p=m&i=NjZkMTYyMmE3N2U3ODc1YWQzY2EyNDY2&t=cVlHekVTeHdFZGQ0MDNlTmdDb0o5bGFLUXR4V0VZV3Z5TFI2QTNXK3N6dz0=&h=99baa2219e7a406fb3bc91b8a3721cd3&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbTpd5JaEKNugm_yTqYuq4nzSJmEUDbIj70-JAc3edeWp8mE-YQfYtlpu39m2JiIQka7RGD46tiMZaDmmHGfBT_1p7ycju5w8I2npf1Wk0ceoudw8LclatzYTddMCbFUpU
https://www.firstffcu.com/credit-union-info/holiday-branch-closings
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=constantcontactpages.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9scC5jb25zdGFudGNvbnRhY3RwYWdlcy5jb20vc3UvY3hHNFZuYT9tb2RlPXByZXZpZXcmc291cmNlX2lkPTE1MGZlYzAxLWFkNWEtNDU1ZS04NDUzLWI4ZGM3ODNmZmZhMSZzb3VyY2VfdHlwZT1lbSZjPQ==&p=m&i=NjZkMTYyMmE3N2U3ODc1YWQzY2EyNDY2&t=T2krUHoxbGxRZ2tKRlRiYzVqVm5nb2d0RkJBa05aMEJRUGxYSlpGZytrdz0=&h=99baa2219e7a406fb3bc91b8a3721cd3&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbTpd5JaEKNugm_yTqYuq4nzSJmEUDbIj70-JAc3edeWp8mE-YQfYtlpu39m2JiIQka7RGD46tiMZaDmmHGfBT_1p7ycju5w8I2npf1Wk0ceoudw8LclatzYTddMCbFUpU
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=constantcontactpages.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9scC5jb25zdGFudGNvbnRhY3RwYWdlcy5jb20vc3UvY3hHNFZuYT9tb2RlPXByZXZpZXcmc291cmNlX2lkPTE1MGZlYzAxLWFkNWEtNDU1ZS04NDUzLWI4ZGM3ODNmZmZhMSZzb3VyY2VfdHlwZT1lbSZjPQ==&p=m&i=NjZkMTYyMmE3N2U3ODc1YWQzY2EyNDY2&t=T2krUHoxbGxRZ2tKRlRiYzVqVm5nb2d0RkJBa05aMEJRUGxYSlpGZytrdz0=&h=99baa2219e7a406fb3bc91b8a3721cd3&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbTpd5JaEKNugm_yTqYuq4nzSJmEUDbIj70-JAc3edeWp8mE-YQfYtlpu39m2JiIQka7RGD46tiMZaDmmHGfBT_1p7ycju5w8I2npf1Wk0ceoudw8LclatzYTddMCbFUpU
https://www.firstffcu.com/credit-union-info/locations


 
 

 

 

 

firstffcu.com 

info@firstffcu.com 

(732) 312-1500 | Local Callers 

(866) 750-0100 | Out of Area 

  
 

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. APR as low as 8.99%, terms up to 24 months, minimum loan 
amount is $500, and maximum loan amount is $2,500. Loan payment example: A $1,000 Personal 

https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=firstffcu.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmlyc3RmZmN1LmNvbS8=&p=m&i=NjZkMTYyMmE3N2U3ODc1YWQzY2EyNDY2&t=cVlHekVTeHdFZGQ0MDNlTmdDb0o5bGFLUXR4V0VZV3Z5TFI2QTNXK3N6dz0=&h=99baa2219e7a406fb3bc91b8a3721cd3&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbTpd5JaEKNugm_yTqYuq4nzSJmEUDbIj70-JAc3edeWp8mE-YQfYtlpu39m2JiIQka7RGD46tiMZaDmmHGfBT_1p7ycju5w8I2npf1Wk0ceoudw8LclatzYTddMCbFUpU
mailto:info@firstffcu.com
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=firstffcu.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmlyc3RmZmN1LmNvbS8=&p=m&i=NjZkMTYyMmE3N2U3ODc1YWQzY2EyNDY2&t=cVlHekVTeHdFZGQ0MDNlTmdDb0o5bGFLUXR4V0VZV3Z5TFI2QTNXK3N6dz0=&h=affcc018da514e0bbb35ad6e3a849fe9&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVak87EASxdR9eBgaAsv17Wi7pPygcOdPfZByRpErZypYJeFH2DAoOqPW_cSgGB_LaHdgqJDYoYNiwF4fZI8Rh9C56t0swq2Mjrmgtr9ZdbNL44YejtZ5R5wOokapVP-gbg


Loan financed at 8.99% APR for 24 months, would have a monthly payment amount of $45.68. 
Actual rate will vary based on creditworthiness and loan term. Subject to credit approval. One 
holiday loan open per member. Refinance option for prior holiday loan is available, see credit 
union for details. Maximum dollar amount able to borrow is based on creditworthiness and loan 
term. A First Financial Federal Credit Union membership is required to obtain a Personal Loan, 
and is open to anyone who lives, works, worships, volunteers or attends school in Monmouth or 
Ocean Counties. A $5 deposit in a base savings account is required for credit union membership 
prior to opening any other account/loan. 

**TurboTax Offer: Visit http://turbotax.intuit.com for TurboTax product guarantees and other 
important information. Limited time offer for TurboTax 2025. Discount applies to TurboTax federal 
products only. Actual prices are determined at the time of print or e-file and are subject to change 
without notice. Terms, conditions, features, availability, pricing, fees, service and support options 
subject to change without notice. Intuit, TurboTax and TurboTax Online, among others, are 
registered trademarks and/or service marks of Intuit Inc. in the United States and other countries. 

H&R Block Offer: H&R Block Offer: void if sold, purchased, or transferred and where prohibited. 
No cash value valid at participating U.S. offices only A new client is an individual who did not use 
H&R Block or Block Advisors office services to prepare their 2025 tax return. Discount valid only 
with or for preparation of an original 2025 personal Income tax return. Coupon must be presented 
prior to completion of initial tax interview. Discount may not be combined with any other offer or 
promotion. Expires October 15, 2026. OBTP# 13696-BR ©2025 HRB Tax Group, Inc. All tax 
situations are different. Not everyone gets a refund. See hrblock.com/guarantees for complete 
details. ©2026 Love My Credit Union Rewards 

Sweepstakes: NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Legal residents of the 50 United States (D.C.) 18 
years or older who are members or employees of a U.S. credit union. Ends 4/15/26. To enter and 
for Official Rules, including odds and prize descriptions, visit 
https://taxservices.lovemycreditunion.org. Void where prohibited. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=facebook.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL2ZpcnN0ZmluYW5jaWFsbmo=&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=SEp3ZGluUVQzaFcwYzcvbVVPVTQrZG5BU2JsU3pDSTlFU25UcUdLc0E2bz0=&h=a297e66fe5754fb396122d6bada61872&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbKPDe-PTKMfeUP4cqojRyfZPyM46dM45KAbeRRSqXhVR79ceUfSexOrJGSWWih1nx1NxKLRumfvaCR4M-URIgjDGxiBdJiOvDIGJD6ZIxXj-qgcRU5Er8ICBD8n2Gb1ik
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=twitter.com&u=aHR0cDovL3d3dy50d2l0dGVyLmNvbS9uamJhbmtpbmc=&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=eHdrUUNSVUgzVHJoTitIYktOdjNXemc5TE5OREw0ZEp3SUxsdmxtUER0Zz0=&h=a297e66fe5754fb396122d6bada61872&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbKPDe-PTKMfeUP4cqojRyfZPyM46dM45KAbeRRSqXhVR79ceUfSexOrJGSWWih1nx1NxKLRumfvaCR4M-URIgjDGxiBdJiOvDIGJD6ZIxXj-qgcRU5Er8ICBD8n2Gb1ik
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=instagram.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaW5zdGFncmFtLmNvbS9maXJzdGZpbmFuY2lhbG5qLw==&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=Z1ZvOVlQbVBoeElZT2dxOEZGQ1ZscmxtZU50dTlKL2lKd0pDNzBQMDQ0ND0=&h=a297e66fe5754fb396122d6bada61872&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbKPDe-PTKMfeUP4cqojRyfZPyM46dM45KAbeRRSqXhVR79ceUfSexOrJGSWWih1nx1NxKLRumfvaCR4M-URIgjDGxiBdJiOvDIGJD6ZIxXj-qgcRU5Er8ICBD8n2Gb1ik
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=linkedin.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubGlua2VkaW4uY29tL2NvbXBhbnkvZmlyc3QtZmluYW5jaWFsLWZlZGVyYWwtY3JlZGl0LXVuaW9u&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=M09GeVRCQzQ2THdrVVBKZU9HSmZvMkQ1SE9RWXhhdS9JdEFVOXJ6bHJoMD0=&h=a297e66fe5754fb396122d6bada61872&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbKPDe-PTKMfeUP4cqojRyfZPyM46dM45KAbeRRSqXhVR79ceUfSexOrJGSWWih1nx1NxKLRumfvaCR4M-URIgjDGxiBdJiOvDIGJD6ZIxXj-qgcRU5Er8ICBD8n2Gb1ik
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=youtube.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20vdXNlci9maXJzdGZpbmFuY2lhbGZjdQ==&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=eHNncVN5cEZrOGJrN2F1MzNvaWU3VzlMQVhHU0REYm9VRzcrYXRYdmJkdz0=&h=a297e66fe5754fb396122d6bada61872&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbKPDe-PTKMfeUP4cqojRyfZPyM46dM45KAbeRRSqXhVR79ceUfSexOrJGSWWih1nx1NxKLRumfvaCR4M-URIgjDGxiBdJiOvDIGJD6ZIxXj-qgcRU5Er8ICBD8n2Gb1ik
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=apple.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9hcHBzLmFwcGxlLmNvbS91cy9hcHAvZmlyc3QtZmluYW5jaWFsLWZjdS9pZDg5NTA1MzY4Nw==&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=aXMvV1cyalhEL1dSR3kwZWdQdno5M0xpcHJtK1RRSFY1YzAvMjIreUhzVT0=&h=a297e66fe5754fb396122d6bada61872&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbKPDe-PTKMfeUP4cqojRyfZPyM46dM45KAbeRRSqXhVR79ceUfSexOrJGSWWih1nx1NxKLRumfvaCR4M-URIgjDGxiBdJiOvDIGJD6ZIxXj-qgcRU5Er8ICBD8n2Gb1ik
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=google.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9wbGF5Lmdvb2dsZS5jb20vc3RvcmUvYXBwcy9kZXRhaWxzP2lkPWNvbS5maXJzdGZpbmFuY2lhbGZjdS5pcGhvbmUmaGw9ZW4=&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=bzlMTVV3OE5OUk1KSlVBcnA3bzJtekE1cy8yZktVamU5MEM1TCtKbWF0QT0=&h=a297e66fe5754fb396122d6bada61872&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbKPDe-PTKMfeUP4cqojRyfZPyM46dM45KAbeRRSqXhVR79ceUfSexOrJGSWWih1nx1NxKLRumfvaCR4M-URIgjDGxiBdJiOvDIGJD6ZIxXj-qgcRU5Er8ICBD8n2Gb1ik

