
 

Happy February! 

We proudly celebrated our official 90th Anniversary on February 6th! From 
our humble beginnings that started with a group of schoolteachers back in 1936 
to now, we’ve always been proud to serve our local community. We are grateful 
to you, our valued Members, for helping us to achieve nine decades of service and 
counting! Keep reading to learn more about our history and to see a sneak peek 
of the exciting anniversary celebrations we have planned throughout the rest of 
2026.  
 

Budget-Friendly Events We Love 

Love is in the air–and so are free or inexpensive events to celebrate it! Check 
out these budget-friendly happenings in Monmouth & Ocean Counties this month 
that say “Happy Valentine’s Day,” without a hefty price tag. 
 

Don’t miss out on low-cost fun. Get this monthly list sooner by visiting 
our blog and entering your email address at the top right.  
 

Wishing all of our Members a Happy Valentine’s Day! 

https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=firstffcu.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9ibG9nLmZpcnN0ZmZjdS5jb20vMjAyNi8wMi8wMi90aGluZ3MtdG8tZG8tb24tYS1idWRnZXQtaW4tbW9ubW91dGgtb2NlYW4tY291bnRpZXMtdGhpcy1mZWJydWFyeS0yMDI2Lw==&p=m&i=NjZkMTYyMmE3N2U3ODc1YWQzY2EyNDY2&t=VjBxUGhUQVNKeWtudGdtUmJVY2ZlalpMMGlTa0hDOEFLaGQ1OGxLbjJOUT0=&h=56c56a87240c4efc8df0d055f83cd56e&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVad5jyat0TTMPMOnwf-qbAM8yjg9B0ahos6cHhMMBnn0rftwcm7liGYUTX3871ikIDAAG-im-eYcuLmqJgQpOBqf-kRXRSnkvfo9L-BChjvAFzew1iLns3nAPSzuR9sd48
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First Financial Celebrates 90 Years of Putting People First 
 

Founded in 1936 during the Great Depression, First Financial has grown 
from a small, visionary group of Asbury Park schoolteachers to the trusted 
financial partner of over 15,000 members today. As the credit union humbly 
reflects on this milestone, it is reminded that the enduring legacy and 
commitment of its founders continues to shine through present-day 
operations and remain central to its mission of putting people first. 
 

“As we celebrate this milestone anniversary year, we continue to look to the 
future with optimism and purpose,” said Issa Stephan, President & CEO of 
First Financial. “We are here to empower our members and help them 
achieve their financial dreams in the most personalized way that we can.” 
 

Visit our 90th Anniversary webpage to stay up-to-date on all the special 
giveaways and promotions that will be available to members throughout 
the year.  
 

Read our press release to learn more about the transformation First 
Financial has undergone over the last nine decades.  
 

First Financial looks to the future with confidence and remains committed 
to serving its community for years to come. Thank you for being a valued 
First Financial member! 
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Our Founder - Harold "Pop" Shannon (pictured front, center) and the Board of Directors 

 
 

 

 

ICYMI: Hurry in and open your 4 Month Savings Certificate, which is back for a 
limited time. Warm up your savings at 3.10% APR / 3.14% APY,* with a $1,000 
minimum deposit. Your 4 month certificate will auto-renew to our 6 month 
certificate at maturity. New deposits only.  
 

Visit your local branch to get started.  
 

Learn More 
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A little creativity can make any budget go a long way in making your 
Valentine’s Day feel special, thoughtful, and romantic. Check out these five 
Valentine’s date ideas that celebrate love without spending more than $25. 
 

Keep Reading 

 
 

 

8 Mistakes That Can Upend Your Retirement 

 

Pursuing your retirement dreams is challenging enough without making some 

common, and very avoidable, mistakes. Here are eight big retirement mistakes to steer 

clear of. 

https://blog.firstffcu.com/2026/02/10/five-valentines-date-ideas-under-25/
https://blog.firstffcu.com/2026/02/10/five-valentines-date-ideas-under-25/
https://blog.firstffcu.com/2026/01/20/8-mistakes-that-can-upend-your-retirement/


Learn More 

 

 

Questions about this topic? Contact the First Financial Investment & 
Retirement Center today.  

 

Securities and advisory services are offered through LPL Financial (LPL), a registered 
investment advisor and broker/dealer (member FINRA/SIPC). Insurance products are 
offered through LPL or its licensed affiliates. First Financial Federal Credit Union (FFFCU) 
and First Financial Investment & Retirement Center are not registered as a broker/dealer or 
investment advisor. Registered representatives of LPL offer products and services using 
First Financial Investment & Retirement Center, and may also be employees of FFFCU. 
These products and services are being offered through LPL or its affiliates, which are 
separate entities from and not affiliates of FFFCU or First Financial Investment & Retirement 
Center. 
Securities and insurance offered through LPL or its affiliates are: 
 

 
 

  

 

 

First Financial members have access to exclusive discounts on tax prep all tax 
season long! Save 20% on TurboTax®, whether you’re a new or returning user. 
TurboTax also gives you access to free calculators and the potential to get your 
maximum refund up to 5 days before IRS delivery. If you file with H&R Block, you 
can save $25 as a new customer and $10 as a returning customer.  

https://blog.firstffcu.com/2026/01/20/8-mistakes-that-can-upend-your-retirement/
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https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=finra.org&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmlucmEub3JnLyMv&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=b2ErNHpEcXFlcnNnTjVrdzNDZG1WeGhkUitjVHhQMjViK283aGRQbWhqaz0=&h=a297e66fe5754fb396122d6bada61872&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbKPDe-PTKMfeUP4cqojRyfZPyM46dM45KAbeRRSqXhVR79ceUfSexOrJGSWWih1nx1NxKLRumfvaCR4M-URIgjDGxiBdJiOvDIGJD6ZIxXj-qgcRU5Er8ICBD8n2Gb1ik
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=sipc.org&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2lwYy5vcmcv&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=UDl2Y3dycFMxZEdFQkFraG5yejV6NHFqMTFxTFNSVlo4UFRydjBzdENIRT0=&h=a297e66fe5754fb396122d6bada61872&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbKPDe-PTKMfeUP4cqojRyfZPyM46dM45KAbeRRSqXhVR79ceUfSexOrJGSWWih1nx1NxKLRumfvaCR4M-URIgjDGxiBdJiOvDIGJD6ZIxXj-qgcRU5Er8ICBD8n2Gb1ik
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Plus, you can enter for a chance to win one of four monthly $1,000 prizes or 
the $10,000 grand prize in this year’s Tax Time Sweepstakes.** 
 

File Today 

 
 

 

 
 

Our Operating Hours 

View our current operating hours on our website. To set up an appointment at 
your local branch, please call 732.312.1500. 
 

Be sure to check our website and social media channels for the latest 
updates on our hours of operation. 
 
 

Upcoming Holiday Closings  
• Monday, February 16, 2026 – All locations will be closed in 

observance of Presidents’ Day 
 

Sign up for our seminar text alert program. We’ll send you updates on future 
seminars, and you can register right from your mobile phone! 
 

*If you do not receive an automated confirmation message after enrolling, 
please text "Yes" to (201) 808-1038 

 

Sign Up For Seminar Text Alerts 
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https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=constantcontactpages.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9scC5jb25zdGFudGNvbnRhY3RwYWdlcy5jb20vc3UvY3hHNFZuYT9tb2RlPXByZXZpZXcmc291cmNlX2lkPTcwODNmNjAxLTlmZDItNGNjNS04M2YyLTE5MmY2ZTMzYTIwYyZzb3VyY2VfdHlwZT1lbSZjPQ==&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=cFpWUEVBY1hEYi9IZzEzSENNMXZjclUzekM5R3Q3dkpMUTBYN2FDMm1xaz0=&h=a297e66fe5754fb396122d6bada61872&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbKPDe-PTKMfeUP4cqojRyfZPyM46dM45KAbeRRSqXhVR79ceUfSexOrJGSWWih1nx1NxKLRumfvaCR4M-URIgjDGxiBdJiOvDIGJD6ZIxXj-qgcRU5Er8ICBD8n2Gb1ik


 
 

 

firstffcu.com 
info@firstffcu.com 

(732) 312-1500 | Local Callers 
(866) 750-0100 | Out of Area 
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Disclosures: 
 
*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. APY is based on the assumption that dividends will remain in the 
account until maturity and the minimum balance is maintained. New deposits only. After term 
expires, the 4 month certificate will automatically renew to the 6 month certificate at that time. 
Dividends are calculated and compounded monthly. Please be advised that there will be a penalty 
for early withdrawal. A $5 deposit in a base savings account is required for credit union membership 
prior to opening any other account. Federally insured by NCUA. 
 
**TurboTax Offer: Visit http://turbotax.intuit.com for TurboTax product guarantees and other 
important information. Limited time offer for TurboTax 2025. Discount applies to TurboTax federal 
products only. Actual prices are determined at the time of print or e-file and are subject to change 
without notice. Terms, conditions, features, availability, pricing, fees, service and support options 
subject to change without notice. Intuit, TurboTax and TurboTax Online, among others, are 
registered trademarks and/or service marks of Intuit Inc. in the United States and other countries. 
 
H&R Block Offer: H&R Block Offer: void if sold, purchased, or transferred and where prohibited. No 
cash value valid at participating U.S. offices only A new client is an individual who did not use H&R 
Block or Block Advisors office services to prepare their 2025 tax return. Discount valid only with or 
for preparation of an original 2025 personal Income tax return. Coupon must be presented prior to 
completion of initial tax interview. Discount may not be combined with any other offer or promotion. 
Expires October 15, 2026. OBTP# 13696-BR ©2025 HRB Tax Group, Inc. All tax situations are 
different. Not everyone gets a refund. See hrblock.com/guarantees for complete details. 
 
©2026 Love My Credit Union Rewards Sweepstakes: NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Legal 
residents of the 50 United States (D.C.) 18 years or older who are members or employees of a U.S. 
credit union. Ends 4/15/26. To enter and for Official Rules, including odds and prize descriptions, 
visit https://taxservices.lovemycreditunion.org. Void where prohibited. 
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