
 

Fall into a Fresh Start 

 

We hope you had an enjoyable summer season! And to our local school 
district employees, welcome back and best wishes for a great new school 
year ahead. 
 

As the seasons change, First Financial remains available to support your 
organization and the employees you serve. Whether they’re saving for 
what’s next, managing everyday expenses, or working toward a bigger 
financial goal - we’re here to connect them with helpful resources, financial 
solutions, and exclusive Community Partner benefits. 
 

There’s Still More to Celebrate for Our 90th Anniversary! 

 

Our 90th Anniversary celebration continues throughout this year with 
special promotions, giveaways and more. Visit our 90th Anniversary 
webpage to see what’s happening now and what’s coming next. 
 

Here’s a peek at some of our current anniversary promotions: 
 

• Lender’s Credit on First Mortgages ends 9/30/26* 
• $90 Tell a Friend and Refer a Ride Referrals ends 12/31/26* 

https://www.firstffcu.com/membership/become-a-community-partner
https://www.firstffcu.com/credit-union-info/90th-anniversary
https://www.firstffcu.com/credit-union-info/90th-anniversary
https://www.firstffcu.com/referral-program
https://www.firstffcu.com/


• Stuff Your Wallet Monthly Gift Card Giveaway ends 
12/31/26* 

 

Have an upcoming employee event, benefits fair or virtual gathering? We’d 
love to participate or provide materials to help your staff learn more about 
the financial resources available to them. To bring First Financial to your 
school or business, contact Business Development 
at business@firstffcu.com. 

 

Don’t forget to share this newsletter with your employees! We’re here to 
answer their questions, help connect them with resources for their financial 
goals, and make sure they know about the exclusive offers available through 
your organization’s Community Partnership with First Financial. 
 

Sincerely, 
The Business Development Department at First Financial 

 

  

 

 

Community Connections in Action 

 

mailto:business@firstffcu.com
https://www.firstffcu.com/membership/become-a-community-partner


We’ve enjoyed getting out into the community and connecting with our 
Community Partners and their employees over the past few months. From 
member benefits fairs to workplace visits, each stop gives us another 
opportunity to learn what matters most to the employees we serve and 
connect them with financial resources to help them reach their goals. 
 

In June, we joined the Lakewood Education Association for its Member 
Benefits Fair, and spent a sunny afternoon celebrating the end of another 
successful school year with the Freehold Regional High School District. 
The First Financial Investment & Retirement Center also joined us, 
sharing ways educators can plan for their financial goals today and for the 
future. 
 

In July, we headed to Ocean County Utilities Authority for three days of 
site visits across its division. These visits gave us the chance to meet 
employees where they work, hear more about their financial priorities, and 
share resources available through their Community Partnership with First 
Financial. 
 

Want First Financial to visit your organization next? Contact Samantha 
at scolella@firstffcu.com to schedule an upcoming visit, employee event, 
or benefits fair. 

 

 

 

 

https://lakewoodea.org/
https://www.frhsd.com/
https://www.firstffcu.com/wealth-management/investments-and-insurance
https://ocua.com/
mailto:scolella@firstffcu.com


 

Come home sweet home with a First Financial Mortgage! 

Our mortgages feature flexible terms up to 30 years, no prepayment 
penalties, personalized service, and low fees.**  
Learn More About a First Financial Mortgage → 

 

Your first home might be closer than you think. First Financial now 
offers the Homebuyer Dream Program® Suite (HDP®), a set of three 
options that provides grants up to $30,000 to eligible first-time homebuyers 
in Monmouth and Ocean Counties.***  
Learn More About the Program → 

 

Ready to get started? Contact a First Financial Mortgage Expert at 
732.312.1500, Option #4, to review eligibility requirements for each 
program option and determine if you qualify. You can also schedule 
a Mortgage Q&A Session, with no commitment required. 

 

Get pre-approved for a Mortgage 

 

 

 

https://www.firstffcu.com/personal-accounts/mortgage-loans
https://www.firstffcu.com/personal-accounts/homebuyer-dream-program
https://www.firstffcu.com/personal-accounts/homebuyer-dream-program
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/353R9Q3
https://firstffcu.na1.echosign.com/public/esignWidget?wid=CBFCIBAA3AAABLblqZhBVs4XboC0Pz9ZILErK2UWMfwvfZS76DcMfAa3RNjgz1GqJVeLASe5cA92vpYrVI7c
https://www.firstffcu.com/personal-accounts/mortgage-loans


 

Owning a home brings many rewarding moments, but it also involves a 
steady commitment. From regular seasonal maintenance to unexpected 
repairs, homeowners can benefit from having a thoughtful plan to keep 
their property in great condition without overburdening their budget. 
Here’s how to make maintenance and repairs on your home more 
manageable. 

 

Continue Reading 

 

 

 

  

https://blog.firstffcu.com/2026/07/14/how-to-save-on-maintenance-and-repairs-as-a-homeowner/
https://blog.firstffcu.com/2026/07/14/how-to-save-on-maintenance-and-repairs-as-a-homeowner/


Choices for Your 401(k) at a Former Employer 
 

 

A common issue for a mobile workforce is what to do with a 401(k) when 
leaving a job. Usually, individuals have four options for their retirement 
account from a previous employer. 

 

Learn More 

 

 

Securities and advisory services are offered through LPL Financial (LPL), a registered investment advisor 
and broker/dealer (member FINRA/SIPC). Insurance products are offered through LPL or its licensed affiliates. 
First Financial Federal Credit Union (FFFCU) and First Financial Investment & Retirement Center are not registered 
as a broker/dealer or investment advisor. Registered representatives of LPL offer products and services using First 
Financial Investment & Retirement Center, and may also be employees of FFFCU. These products and services are 
being offered through LPL or its affiliates, which are separate entities from and not affiliates of FFFCU or First 
Financial Investment & Retirement Center. 

 
Securities and insurance offered through LPL or its affiliates are:  

 

 

https://blog.firstffcu.com/2026/08/19/choices-for-your-401k-at-a-former-employer/
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=finra.org&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmlucmEub3JnLyMv&p=m&i=NjZkMTYyMmE3N2U3ODc1YWQzY2EyNDY2&t=RkN6ZWRVdko1ekVRYy9RWHl2NGVpUzRqNmJBdUFWZnROR2E1NFhORHBNMD0=&h=7d9fea0549204b058e908a63720a4dfa&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVaFiJeyHURs8UY5U24zovd86W0htOTFN0DuNJ-nV6hmo2sV5E6OkKB5nvvu0i8QnVsfoLurnqYnm_j2PyAOUuAXvTDvjAOGBCbwpS0Y4CC98w2bHswxCj1xAPkB7fJ0LKM
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=sipc.org&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2lwYy5vcmcv&p=m&i=NjZkMTYyMmE3N2U3ODc1YWQzY2EyNDY2&t=bWF5dzAvZk52VFlOQnZaclcyYlMxcGl5b2N6VERNMTFFZ0s4RGRnSWZkdz0=&h=7d9fea0549204b058e908a63720a4dfa&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVaFiJeyHURs8UY5U24zovd86W0htOTFN0DuNJ-nV6hmo2sV5E6OkKB5nvvu0i8QnVsfoLurnqYnm_j2PyAOUuAXvTDvjAOGBCbwpS0Y4CC98w2bHswxCj1xAPkB7fJ0LKM
https://blog.firstffcu.com/2026/08/19/choices-for-your-401k-at-a-former-employer/


 

5 Common Types of Check Fraud Scams You Should Know 
 

Even in a digital world, checks (paper or electronic) contain valuable 
information that criminals can use to steal money or commit fraud. 
Understanding check fraud and how it occurs can help you recognize 
warning signs and better protect your finances. Keep reading to learn about 
the 5 common types of check fraud: Mail theft, check washing, counterfeit 
checks, fake check scams, and forged checks. 

 

Keep Reading 

 

 

 
 
 
 

https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=firstffcu.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9ibG9nLmZpcnN0ZmZjdS5jb20vMjAyNi8wOC8xMC81LWNvbW1vbi10eXBlcy1vZi1jaGVjay1mcmF1ZC1zY2Ftcy15b3Utc2hvdWxkLWtub3cv&p=m&i=NjZkMTYyMmE3N2U3ODc1YWQzY2EyNDY2&t=NkxoaEZZOXRHemRqbEgzdlUrNXdvSGN1UG1BMVp4TmpDUG1xbEFPbURyOD0=&h=7d9fea0549204b058e908a63720a4dfa&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVaFiJeyHURs8UY5U24zovd86W0htOTFN0DuNJ-nV6hmo2sV5E6OkKB5nvvu0i8QnVsfoLurnqYnm_j2PyAOUuAXvTDvjAOGBCbwpS0Y4CC98w2bHswxCj1xAPkB7fJ0LKM
https://blog.firstffcu.com/2026/08/10/5-common-types-of-check-fraud-scams-you-should-know/


 

• Monday, October 12 – All locations closed in observance of 
Columbus/Indigenous People’s Day 

• Wednesday, November 11 – All locations closed in observance of 
Veterans Day 

 

Never miss a virtual seminar! Sign up for our Seminar Text Alert 
Program and receive updates about upcoming educational events. You’ll 
even be able to register right from your mobile phone! 
 

*If you do not receive an automated confirmation message after enrolling, please text 
"Yes" to (201) 808-1038  

Sign up for Seminar Text Alerts 

t 
 

 

 
 

We’re Here When You Need Us 

 

Planning a branch visit? View our current operating hours online or call (732) 
312-1500 to schedule an appointment. 
 

https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=constantcontactpages.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9scC5jb25zdGFudGNvbnRhY3RwYWdlcy5jb20vc3UvY3hHNFZuYT9tb2RlPXByZXZpZXcmc291cmNlX2lkPTIxMTk4YzJkLTViNTMtNDE1Ni1iNDQ1LTBhZGE0NDU1NTIxNyZzb3VyY2VfdHlwZT1lbSZjPQ==&p=m&i=NjZkMTYyMmE3N2U3ODc1YWQzY2EyNDY2&t=ZTIwMGYrSkFJSGhoNGFveFVLVUJ0Yy9VZ29WRno1U3B1WEJYa2Ridkh3UT0=&h=0ed7918b5b27472b9320bdb50c206883&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVYmwFd6pBJkuvdP5kyzcOASkXFnbj3IcUVQmmIqubVPdhvrqDcZHlJDpacVZbDWl3MPCSdoB8Exa4jhlSrHHWImAMEobB4MYrYQRbnqv6jF8NcqRN0EFDp1-jjq5-St9CQ
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=constantcontactpages.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9scC5jb25zdGFudGNvbnRhY3RwYWdlcy5jb20vc3UvY3hHNFZuYT9tb2RlPXByZXZpZXcmc291cmNlX2lkPTIxMTk4YzJkLTViNTMtNDE1Ni1iNDQ1LTBhZGE0NDU1NTIxNyZzb3VyY2VfdHlwZT1lbSZjPQ==&p=m&i=NjZkMTYyMmE3N2U3ODc1YWQzY2EyNDY2&t=ZTIwMGYrSkFJSGhoNGFveFVLVUJ0Yy9VZ29WRno1U3B1WEJYa2Ridkh3UT0=&h=0ed7918b5b27472b9320bdb50c206883&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVYmwFd6pBJkuvdP5kyzcOASkXFnbj3IcUVQmmIqubVPdhvrqDcZHlJDpacVZbDWl3MPCSdoB8Exa4jhlSrHHWImAMEobB4MYrYQRbnqv6jF8NcqRN0EFDp1-jjq5-St9CQ
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=constantcontactpages.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9scC5jb25zdGFudGNvbnRhY3RwYWdlcy5jb20vc3UvY3hHNFZuYT9tb2RlPXByZXZpZXcmc291cmNlX2lkPWVkZDRlNjZhLWYxY2QtNDk0Yi05NmU4LTFmZjRjODY2MWRlZSZzb3VyY2VfdHlwZT1lbSZjPSZzb3VyY2VfaWQ9NzE4NzA5Y2ItOTZkYi00NDRmLTlkNjktMzBmYmEwM2ZjMTFlJnNvdXJjZV90eXBlPWVtJmM9&p=m&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=WUY5RVU0d2V0cHpsaVBFZXl3N0syWWV5RGtXUHM4OHc2ZVpDdE90UzNKcz0=&h=63eb7f23f54f495482706049c1a03281&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVa4Xh6aNfM2oCSHg94NmLjqcoJNx9k_uWY2Dpsor83mKO-GJOOK6GwwL2F6nGfCJz5Q-hHOYiTG3J-ioZbkFfl8Kn7tUeaSbIQe2uuPouVYpWhgAzG_y4RxgYOWPnfoRIw
https://www.firstffcu.com/credit-union-info/locations
https://www.firstffcu.com/events-calendar
https://www.firstffcu.com/credit-union-info/locations


You can also follow us on social media or visit our website for the latest updates. 
 

Important Reminder: First Financial will never contact you via email, text, or 
call asking for your personal or financial information - such as your account 
passwords, PIN, verification codes, or card information. Contact us directly at 
(732) 312-1500 if you unexpectedly receive a message or call claiming to be First 
Financial that asks for sensitive information. 
 

 

 

 
 

Samantha Colella 

Business Development Representative 

First Financial Federal Credit Union 

scolella@firstffcu.com 

(732) 312-1421 
 

firstffcu.com 

(732) 312-1500 | Local Callers 

(866) 750-0100 | Out of Area 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

https://www.firstffcu.com/
mailto:scolella@firstffcu.com
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=firstffcu.com&u=aHR0cDovL2ZpcnN0ZmZjdS5jb20v&p=m&i=NjZkMTYyMmE3N2U3ODc1YWQzY2EyNDY2&t=TlRmejZaWHVienF3UWNuQ3UydjlxNFZXNVpXSm5HT0RkV3I2S0QzWHErRT0=&h=7d9fea0549204b058e908a63720a4dfa&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVaFiJeyHURs8UY5U24zovd86W0htOTFN0DuNJ-nV6hmo2sV5E6OkKB5nvvu0i8QnVsfoLurnqYnm_j2PyAOUuAXvTDvjAOGBCbwpS0Y4CC98w2bHswxCj1xAPkB7fJ0LKM
https://www.firstffcu.com/
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=facebook.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL2ZpcnN0ZmluYW5jaWFsbmo=&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=SEp3ZGluUVQzaFcwYzcvbVVPVTQrZG5BU2JsU3pDSTlFU25UcUdLc0E2bz0=&h=a297e66fe5754fb396122d6bada61872&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbKPDe-PTKMfeUP4cqojRyfZPyM46dM45KAbeRRSqXhVR79ceUfSexOrJGSWWih1nx1NxKLRumfvaCR4M-URIgjDGxiBdJiOvDIGJD6ZIxXj-qgcRU5Er8ICBD8n2Gb1ik
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=twitter.com&u=aHR0cDovL3d3dy50d2l0dGVyLmNvbS9uamJhbmtpbmc=&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=eHdrUUNSVUgzVHJoTitIYktOdjNXemc5TE5OREw0ZEp3SUxsdmxtUER0Zz0=&h=a297e66fe5754fb396122d6bada61872&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbKPDe-PTKMfeUP4cqojRyfZPyM46dM45KAbeRRSqXhVR79ceUfSexOrJGSWWih1nx1NxKLRumfvaCR4M-URIgjDGxiBdJiOvDIGJD6ZIxXj-qgcRU5Er8ICBD8n2Gb1ik
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=linkedin.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubGlua2VkaW4uY29tL2NvbXBhbnkvZmlyc3QtZmluYW5jaWFsLWZlZGVyYWwtY3JlZGl0LXVuaW9u&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=M09GeVRCQzQ2THdrVVBKZU9HSmZvMkQ1SE9RWXhhdS9JdEFVOXJ6bHJoMD0=&h=a297e66fe5754fb396122d6bada61872&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbKPDe-PTKMfeUP4cqojRyfZPyM46dM45KAbeRRSqXhVR79ceUfSexOrJGSWWih1nx1NxKLRumfvaCR4M-URIgjDGxiBdJiOvDIGJD6ZIxXj-qgcRU5Er8ICBD8n2Gb1ik
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=instagram.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaW5zdGFncmFtLmNvbS9maXJzdGZpbmFuY2lhbG5qLw==&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=Z1ZvOVlQbVBoeElZT2dxOEZGQ1ZscmxtZU50dTlKL2lKd0pDNzBQMDQ0ND0=&h=a297e66fe5754fb396122d6bada61872&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbKPDe-PTKMfeUP4cqojRyfZPyM46dM45KAbeRRSqXhVR79ceUfSexOrJGSWWih1nx1NxKLRumfvaCR4M-URIgjDGxiBdJiOvDIGJD6ZIxXj-qgcRU5Er8ICBD8n2Gb1ik
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=youtube.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20vdXNlci9maXJzdGZpbmFuY2lhbGZjdQ==&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=eHNncVN5cEZrOGJrN2F1MzNvaWU3VzlMQVhHU0REYm9VRzcrYXRYdmJkdz0=&h=a297e66fe5754fb396122d6bada61872&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbKPDe-PTKMfeUP4cqojRyfZPyM46dM45KAbeRRSqXhVR79ceUfSexOrJGSWWih1nx1NxKLRumfvaCR4M-URIgjDGxiBdJiOvDIGJD6ZIxXj-qgcRU5Er8ICBD8n2Gb1ik
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=apple.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9hcHBzLmFwcGxlLmNvbS91cy9hcHAvZmlyc3QtZmluYW5jaWFsLWZjdS9pZDg5NTA1MzY4Nw==&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=aXMvV1cyalhEL1dSR3kwZWdQdno5M0xpcHJtK1RRSFY1YzAvMjIreUhzVT0=&h=a297e66fe5754fb396122d6bada61872&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbKPDe-PTKMfeUP4cqojRyfZPyM46dM45KAbeRRSqXhVR79ceUfSexOrJGSWWih1nx1NxKLRumfvaCR4M-URIgjDGxiBdJiOvDIGJD6ZIxXj-qgcRU5Er8ICBD8n2Gb1ik
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=google.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9wbGF5Lmdvb2dsZS5jb20vc3RvcmUvYXBwcy9kZXRhaWxzP2lkPWNvbS5maXJzdGZpbmFuY2lhbGZjdS5pcGhvbmUmaGw9ZW4=&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=bzlMTVV3OE5OUk1KSlVBcnA3bzJtekE1cy8yZktVamU5MEM1TCtKbWF0QT0=&h=a297e66fe5754fb396122d6bada61872&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbKPDe-PTKMfeUP4cqojRyfZPyM46dM45KAbeRRSqXhVR79ceUfSexOrJGSWWih1nx1NxKLRumfvaCR4M-URIgjDGxiBdJiOvDIGJD6ZIxXj-qgcRU5Er8ICBD8n2Gb1ik


Disclosures: 

*Full terms and conditions for all listed 90th Anniversary promotions are available on our 90th Anniversary webpage at 
firstffcu.com 
 
**APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Subject to credit approval. Creditworthiness determines your APR. Rates quoted assume 
excellent borrower credit history and are for qualified borrowers. Your actual APR may vary based on your state of residence, 
approved loan amount, applicable discounts and your credit history. Higher rates may apply depending on loan terms and 
creditworthiness. Minimum mortgage loan amount is $100,000. Available on primary residence only. The Interest Rates, 
Annual Percentage Rate (APR), and fees are based on current market rates and are for informational purposes only. 
Mortgage insurance may be required depending on loan guidelines. This is not a credit decision or a commitment to lend. If 
mortgage insurance is required, the mortgage insurance premium could increase the APR and the monthly mortgage 
payment. See Credit Union for details. A First Financial membership is required to obtain a Mortgage and is open to anyone 
who lives, works, worships, volunteers, or attends school in Monmouth or Ocean Counties. NMLS CU ID: 685814 
 
***The FHLBNY and First Financial Federal Credit Union (FFFCU) reserve the right to change the Homebuyer Dream 
Program® terms and conditions at any time, without prior notice. The household also understands that the limited funds are 
available on a first-come, first-served basis, and even if the household meets all terms and conditions, this does not guarantee 
that funds will be available when the household qualifies. The FHLBNY, in its sole discretion, may refuse to honor a 
Homebuyer Dream Program® funding request. The household further agrees that any proceeds that will not be, or cease to 
be, used for the purposes approved by the FHLBNY will be recaptured, and the unused or improperly used grant will be 
returned to the FHLBNY. The household will also acknowledge receipt of a copy of these terms and conditions. Federal Home 
Loan Bank of New York Homebuyer Dream Program® Mortgage recipients do not qualify for the 90th Anniversary 
promotional $900 lender’s credit on first mortgages. 

 


