
 

Fall Planning for the Future 

 

The leaves aren’t the only thing changing this season – your financial needs may 
be, too. Whether you’re still wrapping up back-to-school shopping or trying to 
plan ahead for the holiday season, don’t forget you have access to educational 
articles, videos, and resources to help you reach the financial goals that may be 
top of mind. 
 

https://blog.firstffcu.com/
https://www.youtube.com/@FirstFinancialFCU/videos
https://www.firstffcu.com/credit-union-info/tools-and-publications
https://www.firstffcu.com/


 

 
We say goodbye to summer and hello to fall this month – and there’s plenty of 
local activities to make the most of both! Check out this list of fun, family-friendly 
events in Monmouth and Ocean Counties this September. 
 

Want to be the first to know what's coming next month? Subscribe to our blog 
and get the list delivered directly to your inbox for your convenience! 
 
 
 
 

https://blog.firstffcu.com/2026/09/01/things-to-do-on-a-budget-in-monmouth-ocean-counties-this-september-2026/
https://blog.firstffcu.com/
https://blog.firstffcu.com/2026/09/01/things-to-do-on-a-budget-in-monmouth-ocean-counties-this-september-2026/


 

First Financial may be able to help eligible first-time homebuyers in 
Monmouth and Ocean Counties with a down payment, closing costs, and 
counseling services through the Homebuyer Dream Program®. We offer 
three options featuring grants up to $30,000 per household, each with 
different income and eligibility requirements.* 

 

Want to learn more? Contact the First Financial Loan Department at 
732.312.1500, Option #4, to review eligibility requirements for each 
program option and determine if you qualify. 

 

Schedule a Q&A Session 

 

 

Get Preapproved for a Mortgage 

 

 

 

https://www.firstffcu.com/personal-accounts/homebuyer-dream-program
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/353R9Q3
https://firstffcu.na1.echosign.com/public/esignWidget?wid=CBFCIBAA3AAABLblqZhBVs4XboC0Pz9ZILErK2UWMfwvfZS76DcMfAa3RNjgz1GqJVeLASe5cA92vpYrVI7c*
https://www.firstffcu.com/personal-accounts/homebuyer-dream-program


 

Back-to-school season means back-to-lunchbox season, and costs can add 
up fast. Here are some budget-friendly lunch ideas your kids will actually 
enjoy, plus some shopping and prep tips to help you keep the whole week 
on budget too. 

 

Continue Reading 

 

 

 

  

https://blog.firstffcu.com/2026/08/21/budget-friendly-school-lunch-ideas-your-kids-will-actually-enjoy/
https://blog.firstffcu.com/2026/08/21/budget-friendly-school-lunch-ideas-your-kids-will-actually-enjoy/


Watch: Worried About Credit Card Debt? 
 

 

Are you worried about credit card debt? If you’re not sure where to start, 
we have some quick tips to help. 

 

Reduce Your Debt 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1wfVHpdDkko
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1wfVHpdDkko


 

Choices for Your 401(k) at a Former Employer 

 

One of the common threads of a mobile workforce is that many individuals 
who leave their job are faced with a decision about what to do with their 
401(k) account. Individuals do have several options for the 401(k) account 
accrued at a previous employer. 

 

Continue Reading 

 

 

Questions about this topic or interested in setting up a time to talk? 
Contact the First Financial Investment & Retirement Center or schedule 
an appointment to discuss your savings and investment goals. 
 

Securities and advisory services are offered through LPL Financial (LPL), a 
registered investment advisor and broker/dealer (member FINRA/SIPC). 
Insurance products are offered through LPL or its licensed affiliates. First Financial 
Federal Credit Union (FFFCU) and First Financial Investment & Retirement Center are 
not registered as a broker/dealer or investment advisor. Registered representatives of 
LPL offer products and services using First Financial Investment & Retirement Center, 
and may also be employees of FFFCU. These products and services are being offered 
through LPL or its affiliates, which are separate entities from and not affiliates of 
FFFCU or First Financial Investment & Retirement Center. 
 

Securities and insurance offered through LPL or its affiliates are: 
 

  

https://blog.firstffcu.com/2026/08/19/choices-for-your-401k-at-a-former-employer/
https://www.firstffcu.com/wealth-management/investments-and-insurance
https://oncehub.com/book-with-maureen
https://oncehub.com/book-with-maureen
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=finra.org&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmlucmEub3JnLyMv&p=m&i=NjZkMTYyMmE3N2U3ODc1YWQzY2EyNDY2&t=RkN6ZWRVdko1ekVRYy9RWHl2NGVpUzRqNmJBdUFWZnROR2E1NFhORHBNMD0=&h=7259b2e7a6ba41e4a7a95b2e0cdec66d&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVYaIte8x1y9CXjFgwJX8q6wa9D37LiKD9_XPSDLgj9ivhcEb3xU6t3El0LaiPwNdFzhFCRBTTdnjx5uh0qZq3iGiEsZmrqTL4KCHpz8rbEKxC3oOd0lEvXnZ8iXRNdGOEs
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=sipc.org&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2lwYy5vcmcv&p=m&i=NjZkMTYyMmE3N2U3ODc1YWQzY2EyNDY2&t=bWF5dzAvZk52VFlOQnZaclcyYlMxcGl5b2N6VERNMTFFZ0s4RGRnSWZkdz0=&h=7259b2e7a6ba41e4a7a95b2e0cdec66d&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVYaIte8x1y9CXjFgwJX8q6wa9D37LiKD9_XPSDLgj9ivhcEb3xU6t3El0LaiPwNdFzhFCRBTTdnjx5uh0qZq3iGiEsZmrqTL4KCHpz8rbEKxC3oOd0lEvXnZ8iXRNdGOEs
https://blog.firstffcu.com/2026/08/19/choices-for-your-401k-at-a-former-employer/


 

Finding out you’ve been a victim of check fraud can feel overwhelming. 
Whether you know how it happened or are working to figure it out, acting 
quickly matters. Keep reading to learn the steps to take if you think you’ve 
been a victim of check fraud. 

 

Steps to Take if You're a Victim 

 

 

 

 

 

https://blog.firstffcu.com/2026/08/24/what-to-do-if-youre-a-victim-of-check-fraud/
https://blog.firstffcu.com/2026/08/24/what-to-do-if-youre-a-victim-of-check-fraud/


 

We’re walking to support the American Cancer Society in their fight to 
end breast cancer in Pt. Pleasant Beach on Sunday, October 18th! Join 
the First Financial Fighters in the Making Strides Against Breast Cancer by 
walking alongside us or by donating to our team online or in one of our 

branches. Think Pink! 
 

Donate to the Cause 

 

 

All donations go directly to the American Cancer Society and make a 
difference in the lives of patients, their families and friends, doctors, and 

researchers who are working tirelessly to help find a cure for breast cancer. 
 
 
 
  
 

https://secure.acsevents.org/site/STR?fr_id=112447&pg=team&team_id=2867901
https://www.firstffcu.com/credit-union-info/locations
https://secure.acsevents.org/site/STR?fr_id=112447&pg=team&team_id=2867901
https://secure.acsevents.org/site/STR?fr_id=112447&pg=team&team_id=2867901


 

• Monday, October 12 – All locations closed in observance of 
Columbus/Indigenous People’s Day 

 

Please be advised that all remaining 2026 Investment & Retirement 
Center virtual seminars have been postponed and will be rescheduled 
in January 2027. Stay tuned! 
 

Sign up for our seminar text alerts and receive updates about 
upcoming educational events. You’ll even be able to register right from 
your mobile phone! 
 

*If you do not receive an automated confirmation message after enrolling, 
please text "Yes" to (201) 808-1038  

Sign up for Seminar Text Alerts 

 

 

 

 
We’re Here When You Need Us 

 

Planning a branch visit? View our current operating hours online or call (732) 
312-1500 to schedule an appointment. 
 

You can also follow us on social media or visit our website for the latest updates. 

https://www.firstffcu.com/events-calendar
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=constantcontactpages.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9scC5jb25zdGFudGNvbnRhY3RwYWdlcy5jb20vc3UvY3hHNFZuYT9tb2RlPXByZXZpZXcmc291cmNlX2lkPWVkZDRlNjZhLWYxY2QtNDk0Yi05NmU4LTFmZjRjODY2MWRlZSZzb3VyY2VfdHlwZT1lbSZjPSZzb3VyY2VfaWQ9NzU3YzdhNjQtNDY2OS00OTg4LTlmNWMtYjVlOTc0OTU3ZDg0JnNvdXJjZV90eXBlPWVtJmM9&p=m&i=NjZkMTYyMmE3N2U3ODc1YWQzY2EyNDY2&t=QXE5N0dDVWtKaW5uUGMxMWRQNzg2dksxRTZzeWVYbWJlY3QzN1NjVlhWTT0=&h=7259b2e7a6ba41e4a7a95b2e0cdec66d&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVYaIte8x1y9CXjFgwJX8q6wa9D37LiKD9_XPSDLgj9ivhcEb3xU6t3El0LaiPwNdFzhFCRBTTdnjx5uh0qZq3iGiEsZmrqTL4KCHpz8rbEKxC3oOd0lEvXnZ8iXRNdGOEs
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=constantcontactpages.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9scC5jb25zdGFudGNvbnRhY3RwYWdlcy5jb20vc3UvY3hHNFZuYT9tb2RlPXByZXZpZXcmc291cmNlX2lkPWVkZDRlNjZhLWYxY2QtNDk0Yi05NmU4LTFmZjRjODY2MWRlZSZzb3VyY2VfdHlwZT1lbSZjPSZzb3VyY2VfaWQ9NzE4NzA5Y2ItOTZkYi00NDRmLTlkNjktMzBmYmEwM2ZjMTFlJnNvdXJjZV90eXBlPWVtJmM9&p=m&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=WUY5RVU0d2V0cHpsaVBFZXl3N0syWWV5RGtXUHM4OHc2ZVpDdE90UzNKcz0=&h=63eb7f23f54f495482706049c1a03281&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVa4Xh6aNfM2oCSHg94NmLjqcoJNx9k_uWY2Dpsor83mKO-GJOOK6GwwL2F6nGfCJz5Q-hHOYiTG3J-ioZbkFfl8Kn7tUeaSbIQe2uuPouVYpWhgAzG_y4RxgYOWPnfoRIw
https://www.firstffcu.com/credit-union-info/locations
https://www.firstffcu.com/
mailto:https://www.firstffcu.com/events-calendar
https://www.firstffcu.com/credit-union-info/locations


 

Celebrating Our Members 

 

Congratulations to Starlone and Maria Elena from our Neptune Branch, our 
final 90th Anniversary Raffle for Your Rate grand prize and runner-up 
winners. Thank you for being valued members! 
 

Congratulations to Ellen from our Toms River Branch, our August Stuff Your 
Wallet $90 gift card winner. 
 

Already entered? Great news. You’ll remain eligible for every monthly 
drawing through the end of 2026. Haven’t entered yet? Stop by your local 
branch to complete your entry form for your chance to win. 

https://www.firstffcu.com/credit-union-info/90th-anniversary
https://www.firstffcu.com/credit-union-info/locations


 

 
firstffcu.com 

business@firstffcu.com 

(732) 312-1500 | Local Callers 

(866) 750-0100 | Out of Area 
 

 
 

 

https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=firstffcu.com&u=aHR0cDovL2ZpcnN0ZmZjdS5jb20=&p=m&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=R1l6MmtNT0EyQVFIazRFd3RqWHJxSlRwNENoTEhvNk01NlAvMUVqVEQrND0=&h=63eb7f23f54f495482706049c1a03281&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVa4Xh6aNfM2oCSHg94NmLjqcoJNx9k_uWY2Dpsor83mKO-GJOOK6GwwL2F6nGfCJz5Q-hHOYiTG3J-ioZbkFfl8Kn7tUeaSbIQe2uuPouVYpWhgAzG_y4RxgYOWPnfoRIw
mailto:business@firstffcu.com
https://www.firstffcu.com/


  
 

 

 

 

  

 

Disclosures: 
 
*The FHLBNY and First Financial Federal Credit Union (FFFCU) reserve the right to change the Homebuyer Dream 
Program® terms and conditions at any time, without prior notice. The household also fully understands that the limited funds 
are available on a first-come, first-serve basis and even if the household meets all of the terms and conditions - this does not 
guarantee that there may be funds available at the time that the household qualifies. The FHLBNY, in its sole discretion, 
may refuse to honor a Homebuyer Dream Program® funding request. The household further agrees that any proceeds, 
which will not be, or cease to be, used for the purposes approved by the FHLBNY will be recaptured and the unused, or 
improperly used, grant will be returned to the FHLBNY. The household will also acknowledge receipt of a copy of these 
terms and conditions. Federal Home Loan Bank of New York Homebuyer Dream Program® Mortgage recipients do not 
qualify for the 90th Anniversary promotional $900 lender’s credit on first mortgages. APR = Annual Percentage Rate. 
Subject to credit approval. Credit worthiness determines your APR. Rates quoted assume excellent borrower credit history 
and are for qualified borrowers. Your actual APR may vary based on your state of residence, approved loan amount, 
applicable discounts and your credit history. Higher rates may apply depending on terms of loan and credit worthiness. 
Minimum mortgage loan amount is $100,000. Available on primary residence only. The Interest Rates, Annual Percentage 
Rate (APR), and fees are based on current market rates, are for informational purposes only. Mortgage insurance may be 
required depending on loan guidelines. This is not a credit decision or a commitment to lend. If mortgage insurance is 
required, the mortgage insurance premium could increase the APR and the monthly mortgage payment. See Credit Union 
for details. A First Financial membership is required to obtain a Mortgage and is open to anyone who lives, works, worships, 
volunteers, or attends school in Monmouth or Ocean Counties. NMLS CU ID: 685814 
 

 

https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=facebook.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL2ZpcnN0ZmluYW5jaWFsbmo=&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=SEp3ZGluUVQzaFcwYzcvbVVPVTQrZG5BU2JsU3pDSTlFU25UcUdLc0E2bz0=&h=a297e66fe5754fb396122d6bada61872&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbKPDe-PTKMfeUP4cqojRyfZPyM46dM45KAbeRRSqXhVR79ceUfSexOrJGSWWih1nx1NxKLRumfvaCR4M-URIgjDGxiBdJiOvDIGJD6ZIxXj-qgcRU5Er8ICBD8n2Gb1ik
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=twitter.com&u=aHR0cDovL3d3dy50d2l0dGVyLmNvbS9uamJhbmtpbmc=&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=eHdrUUNSVUgzVHJoTitIYktOdjNXemc5TE5OREw0ZEp3SUxsdmxtUER0Zz0=&h=a297e66fe5754fb396122d6bada61872&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbKPDe-PTKMfeUP4cqojRyfZPyM46dM45KAbeRRSqXhVR79ceUfSexOrJGSWWih1nx1NxKLRumfvaCR4M-URIgjDGxiBdJiOvDIGJD6ZIxXj-qgcRU5Er8ICBD8n2Gb1ik
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=linkedin.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubGlua2VkaW4uY29tL2NvbXBhbnkvZmlyc3QtZmluYW5jaWFsLWZlZGVyYWwtY3JlZGl0LXVuaW9u&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=M09GeVRCQzQ2THdrVVBKZU9HSmZvMkQ1SE9RWXhhdS9JdEFVOXJ6bHJoMD0=&h=a297e66fe5754fb396122d6bada61872&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbKPDe-PTKMfeUP4cqojRyfZPyM46dM45KAbeRRSqXhVR79ceUfSexOrJGSWWih1nx1NxKLRumfvaCR4M-URIgjDGxiBdJiOvDIGJD6ZIxXj-qgcRU5Er8ICBD8n2Gb1ik
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=instagram.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaW5zdGFncmFtLmNvbS9maXJzdGZpbmFuY2lhbG5qLw==&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=Z1ZvOVlQbVBoeElZT2dxOEZGQ1ZscmxtZU50dTlKL2lKd0pDNzBQMDQ0ND0=&h=a297e66fe5754fb396122d6bada61872&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbKPDe-PTKMfeUP4cqojRyfZPyM46dM45KAbeRRSqXhVR79ceUfSexOrJGSWWih1nx1NxKLRumfvaCR4M-URIgjDGxiBdJiOvDIGJD6ZIxXj-qgcRU5Er8ICBD8n2Gb1ik
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=youtube.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20vdXNlci9maXJzdGZpbmFuY2lhbGZjdQ==&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=eHNncVN5cEZrOGJrN2F1MzNvaWU3VzlMQVhHU0REYm9VRzcrYXRYdmJkdz0=&h=a297e66fe5754fb396122d6bada61872&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbKPDe-PTKMfeUP4cqojRyfZPyM46dM45KAbeRRSqXhVR79ceUfSexOrJGSWWih1nx1NxKLRumfvaCR4M-URIgjDGxiBdJiOvDIGJD6ZIxXj-qgcRU5Er8ICBD8n2Gb1ik
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=apple.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9hcHBzLmFwcGxlLmNvbS91cy9hcHAvZmlyc3QtZmluYW5jaWFsLWZjdS9pZDg5NTA1MzY4Nw==&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=aXMvV1cyalhEL1dSR3kwZWdQdno5M0xpcHJtK1RRSFY1YzAvMjIreUhzVT0=&h=a297e66fe5754fb396122d6bada61872&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbKPDe-PTKMfeUP4cqojRyfZPyM46dM45KAbeRRSqXhVR79ceUfSexOrJGSWWih1nx1NxKLRumfvaCR4M-URIgjDGxiBdJiOvDIGJD6ZIxXj-qgcRU5Er8ICBD8n2Gb1ik
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=google.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9wbGF5Lmdvb2dsZS5jb20vc3RvcmUvYXBwcy9kZXRhaWxzP2lkPWNvbS5maXJzdGZpbmFuY2lhbGZjdS5pcGhvbmUmaGw9ZW4=&i=NWRlNjZiMDhhNzk5YjgwZGE4NzI4OTc5&t=bzlMTVV3OE5OUk1KSlVBcnA3bzJtekE1cy8yZktVamU5MEM1TCtKbWF0QT0=&h=a297e66fe5754fb396122d6bada61872&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbKPDe-PTKMfeUP4cqojRyfZPyM46dM45KAbeRRSqXhVR79ceUfSexOrJGSWWih1nx1NxKLRumfvaCR4M-URIgjDGxiBdJiOvDIGJD6ZIxXj-qgcRU5Er8ICBD8n2Gb1ik

